[ SAMPLE LETTER ] 

July 1, 2008 
The Honorable Lee Myung-bak 

President

South Korea 

Dear South Korea's President Lee Myung-bak: 
 

We are seriously disappointed and troubled by the police suppression

of the peaceful protests and the arrests of three officers of "the People’s Conference against Mad Cow Disease." 

 

We write this urgent letter to demand 1) the immediate release of Mr, Ahn Jingeol, Ms. Yoon Hee-sook and Mr. Hwang Soon-won.  

2) an immediate end to police suppression of peaceful protests. 

 

First, the arrests of three members are a direct violation of

basic democratic principles and constitutional rights. We believe that

South Korea is a democratic nation that guarantees, under the

constitution, the right to associate and oppose unjust practices of

ruling authority. These rights are fundamental to any democratic

nation, and we strongly feel that today's arrests may represent a

retrogression of Korea's status as a democratic nation. 

 

Second, the suppressions are an infringement of international principles

of political and civil rights. As a member of the United Nations,

South Korea has signed on to conventions that protect and promote the

advancement of social freedom and human rights. South Korea has made

important democratic strides since the 1970s. We have witnessed this

transformation. We urge the Lee Myung-bak Administration to not forget Korea's history and to foster international and democratic principles. The rights of the people to assemble and express their voices must be protected.

 

Therefore, we believe that the activities of Korean people are by no means illegal and violent. On the contrary, it is very just and highly applausive for democracy and public health rights. 
Sincerely,

Your name

Your address 

